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Thatik yoy for the apporrumty to comment on nonsttainment areas for the Environmenta)
ProtectiorjA gency’s (EPA) proposed S-hour ozone standard,

w, the §-hour stepdard is ourrently considered void due to the 1999 stion of the U S.
in Washington, D.C. Given this, I mugt first ask why the EPA is going through the
ming non-strainument areas for a standard that does not y¢t have the force of law™

i status as attainment areas. While these counties aze not attaining the 8-hour
standad ajthe present imme, our air quality modeling results show that after implementation of
the NOx P Call and the Tier 2 and Low Sulfur Gasoline standards, thete counties will 2asily
atuin the Jandard, Using EPA's proposed 8-hour attainment test. by 2007, our model indicates
design valfies of 76 ppb, 76 ppb and. 79 ppb respectively for Rock, Walworth and Jeferson
Counties. Rt is not productive o burden these south-central Wisconsin counties with a

nt designation when there ate already programs on the books that will allaviate the air
quality praplems in these acess.

i thoge countics ag nonattainment places an uhneceszary burden on them, because aie
sfdard violations result from transported pollutants seiher than emissions in thoge
countics. Walworth, Jeflerson and Rock counties sre basically rural counties without a large
metropolitdn ares. Similar to other areas designatad as rural transport for the 1-hour standard
-7 undey the P90 CAA amendmunts, local control programs in theso counties are likely 1o be
ineffectivefut reducing local ozone consenuntions. Even the minimum of nonattainment 11 va
requiremergs, such as new sourcs review and transportation conformity, add quite a burden, but
provide litgle, if sny, air quality beneflt for x nonattainment arcs douinatcd Ly uausport

Lurge EPAJlo use any flexibility in the Clean Air Act 1 find a creative solution that atiows srates
to effectively deal with arcas such as Rock, Walworth and Jefferson Countiet. For insvance, as
pastof youd ageasy's uriginal implementation plan for the 8-hour ozone standard, you creared »
“transitiongl” ares nonattainment classificetion, meant for ar¢as that would attain the 8-hour
ozone stangard after implementation of the NOx SIP Call. This might be a satisfactory approach
10 deal witll areas such as Rock, Jefferson and Walworth Counties. Arnother approach o deal
with qanspat afYected counties may be the “rural transport” classification created wnder the 1990
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eluninates e problem of having mnatummcnl aren provivions spply only ina rclat:vely small
portion of e area that ¢onh {Lutes 10 the sir Quality problem., :

Identificatifa of nupattzinment areas has two purposes: to define an ares subject ta centyo!
requiremengs and to inform the citizens of the area that they need to be concenied abous the ayr
quality in tReir aren.  In Wiscontin, we do not take this second purpose lightly. That s why ow
Departmen] of Natural Resources staff will implenent an aggressive outreach program in
Jefferson, Rock and Walworth Counties lo inform the citizens of poor sir quality in the region. n
face, we hage already starred this outreach effort.

b, [ believe it is unfait to designate a8 nonacainment those counries which meet Clean

dards but happen o be in 3 statistical sres which as 4 whole does not meet the
standard. D

by wre considered nonattainment because they are in the Milwavkee statisticsl srea. |
Jeountics modeled 10 meet the R hour standsrd sitd modeled not to contribute 1o

Finally, if o
to mansge .
While Kendggha County is in the Chicage CMSA, it only makes sense for air quality decisions for
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